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Being involved in the Friends of Bellie Churchyard brings a variety of interesting and 

challenging projects every year.   Our 4 to 5 meetings scheduled throughout the 

year are happy social get-togethers over a cup of tea or coffee and … more 

importantly … a nice warm pancake or scone with butter and jam at Baxters 

restaurant.  Although informal, meetings are full of lively discussions on future 

planning and new ideas to raise awareness of our projects within the community.  

2015 has been no exception … 

Dougie continues to be our gardening expert and it is pleasing to know that we have engaged a few more 

willing volunteers to help out.  This is much appreciated by everyone involved.  Our new bin stores in the 

churchyard and cemetery are now installed and Dougie takes a trip down regularly to ensure the bins are 

left in the appropriate place for council collections.  Mind you, despite our clear instructions on signs, some 

visitors are still having problems determining which bin to use.  I would take this opportunity to urge 

everyone to remove plastic materials before putting plant and flower waste material into the brown bins.  

Poor Dougie has to spend a good deal of time sorting this out each time he checks.  Your assistance here 

would be much appreciated ... I think Dougie will benefit most from a positive change in recycling habits! 

The Friends have also started to incorporate signage relating to ‘interesting gravestones’ around the 

churchyard.  The first stones to be highlighted are William Saunders and William Marshall, both quite 

central in the old churchyard.  While we look to continue with this project in the future, rest assured, we are 

also mindful not to spoil the natural environment of the churchyard.    

Away from the churchyard itself, the FOBCY have once again been involved in number of happy 
community projects.  

This year’s Fochabers Gala proved to be 

another successful fundraising afternoon.  

£100 was raised at the FOBCY ‘Guess the 

Whisky’ stall for the Fochabers Village 

Association.  

Our May concert at Baxters Highland Village 

was an enjoyable family afternoon of music 

and song with local primary school pupils.  

The Friends continue to build on this close 

association with schools to involve young 

people in the varied projects and activities of 

FOBCY. 

Pupils at Milne’s and Mosstodloch Primary 

Schools were tasked with writing a poem about ‘friendship’.  The response was fantastic and the 

Friends spent a happy afternoon sifting through nearly 150 entries.  A selection of poems by the 



finalists was exhibited at Baxters Highland Village during May. This brought many smiles to visitors 

and staff alike!  The following poems were the overall winners …. 

 Briony Stewart P6 – Mosstodloch Primary          Dylan Moeller P7  – Milne’s Primary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For the first time, the FOBCY group organised an ‘Away 
Day’.  Father Tad kindly gave us an informative tour of the 
intimate Chapel of Tynet, St Ninian’s Churchyard and also St 
Peter’s Church in Buckie.   
 
Our interesting morning, absorbed in this rich local heritage, 
was rounded off with a lunchtime snack at the Mill of Tynet.  
We now hope to arrange a regular annual Away Day focusing 
on interesting churches, churchyards and heritage sites 
across the 
North East.   
(I would add that 
these outings are 
self-financed by 
those participating 

– FOBCY funds are only used for churchyard projects). 

 

Rev Alison Mehigan has chaired our meetings since 
Bruce Bishop left the area in 2011.  As Alison also 
moves on to pastures new, we want to wish the Mehigan 
family every happiness for their future life in Nairn.  The 
Friends will miss Alison greatly but I’m sure she will be 
keeping a close eye on all our future activities.   
 
I hope you will take the opportunity, if you can, to look at 
our new website … www.fobcy.org.uk … which will give 

you ongoing news about our various activities in the 
coming year.  We would appreciate your feedback on 

any of our projects and, if you feel you can support us in 
any way, please do get in touch.   
We would love to hear from you. 

 

And finally, we wish you all good wishes for a 
peaceful Christmas and a healthy 2016! 

Kay P Jackson, c/o Baxters Food Group, Fochabers, Moray  IV32 7LD      kay@gordonandenabaxterfoundation.com 

Friendship 
 

A friendship is a thing we treasure 
Every day we play together 

Always there for a right good blether 
Our friendship is forever. 

 
Our hearts are as wide as an ocean 

Our friendship goes round in a circle motion 
To get a friend you don’t need a potion 
You just need to leave your heart open. 

 
A friendship doesn’t come in a certain shape or size 

You can sometimes go on a bumpy ride 
We will have each other for all our lives 

And together we’ll live in paradise. 

A Priceless Gift 
 

Friends are priceless 
And that is true 

No other gift can match up to you! 
 

Maybe next time 
You see someone alone 

Walk on over and say ‘hello’! 
 


