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Hello from Speyside 

 

The Friends have had another successful year both down at the churchyard 

with gardening projects and general tidying and in the wider community in 

raising awareness of the efforts of those who kindly give of their time and 

energy to assist.  We are blessed to have so many committed people around 

… I take this opportunity of thanking each and every one of you.  Well done Friends! 

 

Our faithful gardening expert, Dougie Low, continues to be the mainstay behind all the work we are 

doing.  Dougie continues to guide us in maintaining the garden areas and to ensure that the gates and 

benches are in good condition for visitors to enjoy.  Mind you, poor Dougie has had a major dilemma 

again this year due to the continued misuse 

of the various recycle bins now available for 

waste material.  Please, please, if you are 

using the bins, can you ensure only plant 

material is placed in the brown bins and 

general rubbish in the green bins.   This will 

certainly prevent Dougie’s greying hair from 

turning an even lighter shade during 2017!   

 

The entrance area leading from the B9104 

has now been greatly improved with the kind 

assistance of Colin Murray and some of his 

colleagues.  Within a couple of days, he succeeded in making a 

tremendous difference to the appearance of the general area 

as well as provide some decent additional parking for visitors.  

Next Spring, we will arrange to introduce planters which will 

further enhance the overview.  Our grateful thanks go to Colin 

and his team for this generous community project. 

 

Working with the local schools always brings the Friends a 

great deal of pleasure.  This year was no different.  Our 

photography competition was another hard exercise for the 

judges.   The winning entries were picked from the P1-3 and 

P4-7 age groups.  Father Tad kindly 

gave out the prizes and certificates 

during a June assembly at Mosstodloch 

Primary School.   

 

 



 

The winning entry from Briony in P7 features footprint’ pebbles on the beach at Spey Bay.  The 

winning entry from Bradly in P3 shows the family pet peeking through the long grass during a 

woodland walk.   The theme of ‘what makes you happy in nature’ certainly stimulated these young 

imaginations and we were delighted to receive a selection of interesting and well considered 

photographs. 

Fochabers Gala is now a regular date in the diary for 

the Friends and our fundraising stall took in just over 

£100, thanks to the generous donation of a fine bottle 

of whisky from Ann Bowie.  Many thanks once again, 

Ann, to you and your family.   It is great how the 

community turns out to support the Fochabers Village 

Association in their charitable efforts.  It is also 

satisfying to make a small contribution to these efforts, 

but most of all to have a tremendous amount of fun in 

the process.   

 

Our next community event will take place in April 2017 

with a Treasure Hunt round the village.  Robbie Innes has already worked out a comprehensive 

numerical hunt through Fochabers and along the Burn paths which will make for a real fun day out for 

all the family … grandparents included!  Look out for more information on this nearer the time.  We 

also have another fun competition arranged for the local primary schools to get involved in … and in 

between times, we will continue to look after the lovely, peaceful 

environs of the churchyard and cemetery.  Since the establishment of 

the Friends, a great deal has 

been achieved in enhancing 

this special place.   It is a credit 

to everyone who has helped 

over the years and I take this 

opportunity of thanking each 

and every one of you.  If you 

feel you want to get involved in 

any way at all … we would love 

to have you come along and 

join us. 

 

Finally, we wish you all good wishes for a peaceful Christmas and a healthy 2017! 
 

Kay P Jackson, c/o Baxters Food Group, Fochabers, Moray  IV32 7LD      kay@gordonandenabaxterfoundation.com 


