
FOBCY - Chairman's Report 2017 

The Friends have had a busy year particularly in seeing the completion of the Entrance Project which 
has been on the agenda for the last couple of years as a priority. 

Thanks to Colin and Richard Murray, the resurfacing work has greatly improved the overall look of the 
approach to the Churchyard as well as providing much needed additional car parking space for those 
attending funerals. We appreciate all that Colin, Richard and their staff have done at no cost to the 
Friends. 

The four substantial wooden planters made by our very own master craftsman, Jeff Lowndes, are now 
well established at the entrance area. The Friends greatly appreciate the assistance and donation of 
compost by Threaplands at Lhanbryde. Planting of bulbs for colour in early 2018 is now being 
organised. 

It is as a result of the kind offer of assistance by local businesses and members of the community that 
this project has finally been completed. We are all delighted with the outcome and hope that everyone 
visiting or just passing enjoy this landscaping project. 

Dougie Low continues to be the mainstay of our gardening groups; he continues to keep areas tidy in 
and around the churchyard. He is responsible for strimming the grass area at the entrance. The bin 
stores continue to cause a problem from time to time and Dougie has to re-sort materials placed in the 
wrong bins. We have continued to prompt correct usage with signage but unfortunately it doesn’t 
seem to be entirely successful. 

I would take this opportunity of thanking everyone who continues to spend a few hours tidying in the 
churchyard over the summer months. 

We were delighted to welcome Rev Michael Last to our happy band of Friends over recent months. 
Rev Michael is based in Keith and is now Priest in Charge at Gordon Chapel. It is good to have Rev 
Michael’s support in our ongoing works in the community. 

EVENTS: 

Art/Poetry Competition: once again only Mosstodloch Primary School took part in our annual 
competition. Milne’s High School did not offer any entries. 

We decided last year after the photography competition to revert to a simpler competition so that as 
many pupils could participate as a classroom activity. All classes took part and it was great fun sifting 
through all the entries and deciding on the finalists. The final choice was made externally by a former 
librarian who now work at Baxters. She, too, enjoyed being part of the judging process. 

Winning entries:  James McAllister P1/2 
(£10 vouchers)  Ethan Lambourne P4 
     Mina-Mae Spence P7 
    Amelie Roger P6 

Prize-giving took place on Friday, 23 June at the school assembly by Rev Michael Last and Father Tad 
Turski. 



Treasure Hunt: despite a very wet day, the Treasure Hunt went ahead on Sunday, 4 June, with a small 
but cheery attendance. The Fochabers Scouts played a major part in assisting with the organization of 
the day. The Friends are very appreciative of their support and for their cheerful presence throughout 
the afternoon, particularly as most of them were soaked to the skin. I expect the pancakes and juice 
did a lot to keep their spirits up. 

The Friends are grateful to Robbie Innes who kindly set the clues. He also started the hunt by piping 
participants along the High Street. Our thanks go to him, too, for acting as judge of the competition. 

Participating was on a donation basis and the event raised approximately £122. Mosstodloch and 
Milne’s Primary Schools received a donation from the Friends of £50 towards general funds. 

Fochabers Gala: FOBCY held a ‘Guess the Whisky’ competition which raised £100 for the Fochabers 
Village Association. Thank you to Jeff once again for taking along his hand crafted Numbers Board and 
also to Father Tad for his whisky contribution. 

The Friends continue to enjoy being involved in community projects, particularly when there is an 
opportunity to raise the profile of FOBCY activities. 

Christmas newsletter: the newsletter was not distributed to as wide an audience this year due to the 
delay in the production of a newsletter relating to Foundation charitable activities. As a result, there 
were fewer donations received. However, a total of £230 was received over the Dec/Jan period. 

Website: no further work has been undertaken to add to the website. This is an area requiring attention 
in 2017-2018. 

Away Day: our proposed trip to Nairn to visit Rev Alison Mehigan and have a tour of the church and 
cemetery was, sadly, cancelled. As numbers dwindled to about 4 members who could attend, the 
decision was taken to postpone until a later date. 

I take this opportunity to thank all the Friends for their continued support … and baking! … at meetings, 
organisation of events, competitions and generally keeping in communication about all matters 
relating to the Churchyard. We have achieved a good deal in the last 12 months. 

I also wish John Forde a speedy recovery after his fall. We have missed his cheery presence in recent 
months. KPJ/August 2017 

 


