
FOBCY - Chairman's Report 2016 

This has been another reasonably successful year for the Friends. It becomes more and more 
challenging since Alison resigned as Chair and no-one has undertaken to take on this role. However, 
we’ve still made an impact on the community with our activities and hopefully this will continue 
successfully into our next year. Work commitments here continue to increase and I am aware that I do 
not have the same time to spend 

Dougie Low continues to be the mainstay of our gardening groups; he continues to keep areas tidy in 
and around the churchyard; bin stores are now in place and although there still seems to be confusion 
sometimes as to which bin to use, new signage will hopefully prompt visitors to get this right. 

The legacy of £15,000 from Mr Gordon Baxter has been received by the Friends. We did discuss the 
possibility of the funds being transferred to the Gordon and Ena Baxter Foundation for good 
governance. However, I would like to discuss this in more detail with Friends during the coming year. 

PROJECTS: 

Entrance project; This project is still on hold. DL has already cleared a good deal of undergrowth and 
planted snowdrops etc; strimming of the main grassy area is ongoing. Colin Murray is scheduled to 
assist in the clearance work/planters in due course. 

Interesting Gravestones: We have started to incorporate signage within the Churchyard highlighting 
key gravestones. The first two – William Saunders and William Marshall – are being finalised. The 
Friends will look at continuing this project while ensuring that it does not spoil the natural environment 
of the Churchyard and Cemetery areas. 

Commonwealth War Graves signage 

EVENTS: 

Photography Competition: This year it was only Mosstodloch Primary School which took part in our 
competition. Milne’s High School did not have any entries. This is where we miss the personal visit from 
our ecumenical leaders … Alison’s connection at Milne’s was a strong one and we miss this constant 
regular connection. However, the dozen or so entries were very pleasing and Father Tad kindly gave 
out the prizes and certificates to entrants from the P1-P3 age group and P4-7.  

Winners: Briony Stewart in P7 (also our poetry winner) and Bradley of P3. 
Thanks to Allan Cameron and to Judith McIntyre. 

In trying to do something different, I think this was probably just too challenging this year for primary 
school aged children. It was agreed by the head teachers that this was a difficult project to include in 
the school programme but that the poetry and drawing initiatives were more accessible to classroom 
activity. 

Treasure Hunt: Robbie Innes has provided a really comprehensive numerical hunt through Fochabers 
and down the Burn paths. Sadly, the decision was taken to cancel the event due to the high number of 
other events on that day – particularly with young children locally. While it was hoped to organize this 
later in the year, I feel this should now be our planned event for the Easter period in 2017. Personally, 
this is leading up to the busiest time within the Foundation and this will continue into January 2017. If 



we ensure we decide on a date as soon as possible we can market this through the schools and other 
organisations locally early next year. 

Fochabers Gala: FOBCY held a ‘Guess the Whisky’ competition which raised £100 for the Fochabers 
Village Association. Thank you to everyone who helped participate on the day. 

GENERAL 

Christmas newsletter: once again, the annual newsletter circulated to members and interested parties 
in the UK and overseas resulted in over £500 being donated. This has become a very useful tool in 
keeping people informed about the works of the Friends. We continue to market the work of the 
Friends by way of leaflets at every opportunity. 

Website: With the support from Father Tad and Sabrina, information is available on the website. 

Away Day: We didn’t get an opportunity to arrange an Away Day during 2016 but there’s still time and 
I wonder if we can look at a possible trip out in the coming weeks. Any suggestions of where? 

Tributes: Margaret Riddell of Fochabers 
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