
The Friends of Bellie ChurchyardAnnual General Meeting 

 

Thursday, 10 September 2015 at 3 pm 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

➢ another successful year for the Friends 

 

➢ Dougie Low continues to be the mainstay of our gardening groups; he continues to keep 

areas tidy in and around the churchyard; bin stores are now in place and although there 

still seems to be confusion sometimes as to which bin to use, new signage will hopefully 

prompt visitors to get this right. 

 

➢ The legacy of £15,000 from Mr Gordon Baxter has been received by the Friends.    While 

this sum will safeguard the future of ongoing upgrading and maintenance activities, the 

Friends will continue to raise the profile and ensure the sustainability of FOBCY with 

fundraising activities. 

 

 

PROJECTS: 

 

➢ Entrance project;  This project is still on hold.  DL has already cleared a good deal of 

undergrowth and planted snowdrops etc; strimming of the main grassy area ongoing.  

Colin Murray is scheduled to assist in the clearance work/planters in due course. 

 

➢ Bin Stores:  A quote from J Munro, Joiner, Kingston, was accepted and he has provided 

two substantial wooden bin storage areas for recycling purposes.  Dougie manages the 

bins when the Council is due to collect refuse. 

 

➢ Interesting Gravestones:  We have started to incorporate signage within the Churchyard 

highlighting key gravestones.  The first two – William Saunders and William Marshall – 

are being finalised.  The Friends will look at continuing this project while ensuring that it 

does not spoil the natural environment of the Churchyard and Cemetery areas.  The 

Friends have also asked advice from the Moray Burial Ground Research Group about 

how best to protect these gravestones from the elements.  Keith Mitchell, Chair of 

MBGRG, has offered his assistance in looking into ways of safeguarding this stone for 

the future.  We look forward to working with MBGRG in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 



EVENTS: 

 

➢ Calendar Competition:  This was a very worthwhile community exercise involving pupils 

from Milne’s Primary School.  Sadly, Mosstodloch Primary School was unable to 

participate on this occasion, so our anticipated sales did take a knock.   The theme of 

‘friendship’ provided a marvelous array of illustrations from pupils of all primary ages.  It 

was a joy to see these exhibited in the corridor of Baxters Highland Village during 

October 2014.   

 

➢ Poetry Competition:  Another successful schools’ initiative was undertaken with Milne’s 

Primary and Mosstodloch Primary School.  Pupils were asked to write a poem about 

what friendship means to them.  The response was fantastic and the Friends spent a 

happy afternoon sifting through all the entries.  Winners from both Milne’s and 

Mosstodloch Primary Schools were given a £10 book token and the overall finalists 

received a certificate.  Mosstodloch Primary won the prize for having the most entries 

(£30 cash prize).   A selection of poems were exhibited at Baxters Highland Village 

during May. 

 

Winning entry from Milne’s Primary School – Dylan Moeller 

 

A Priceless Gift 

 

Friends are priceless 

And that is true 

No other gift can match up to you! 

 

Maybe next time 

You see someone alone 

Walk on over and say ‘hello’! 

 

 Winning entry from Mosstodloch Primary School – Briony Stewart 

 

Friendship 

 

A friendship is a thing we treasure 

Every day we play together 

Always there for a right good blether 

Our friendship is forever. 

 

Our hearts are as wide as an ocean 

Our friendship goes round in a circle motion 

To get a friend you don’t need a potion 

You just need to leave your heart open. 

 

A friendship doesn’t come in a certain shape or size 



You can sometimes go on a bumpy ride 

We will have each other for all our lives 

And together we’ll live in paradise. 

 

 

➢ Concert: In May, another enjoyable family afternoon of music and song at Baxters 

Highland Village was arranged with pupils from Mosstodloch Primary School.  Sadly, 

Milne’s Primary School pupils had another commitment on the day.  The results of the 

poetry competition were announced and a prize-giving ceremony followed. 

 

The Friends want to build on this close association with local schools and involve young 

people in the varied projects and activities of the group. 

 

➢ Fochabers Gala:  FOBCY held a ‘Guess the Whisky’ competition which raised £100 for 

the Fochabers Village Association.   A new banner is now available for use by the 

Friends, which will prove very useful at events in the future. 

 

 

GENERAL 

 

➢ Christmas newsletter: once again, the annual newsletter circulated to members and 

interested parties in the UK and overseas resulted in over £700 being donated.  This has 

become a very useful tool in keeping people informed about the works of the Friends.   

We continue to market the work of the Friends by way of leaflets at every opportunity.  

Supplies of leaflets have been provided to a number of key sites around the area, which 

we hope will bring even more interest in the activities of the Friends. 

 

➢ Website:  Thanks to the efforts of Jeff and Lynne, Kay and Peter, information has been 

collated for the relaunch of the FOBCY website.  I am pleased to report that this is now in 

the final stages. 

 

➢ Away Day:  For the first time, the Friends arranged an ‘Away Day’ in June.  This proved a 

very successful and enjoyable outing for all who managed to come along.  Father Tad 

gave us an interesting tour of the intimate Chapel of Tynet, St Ninian’s Churchyard and 

also St Peter’s Church in Buckie.  Our day out culminated in a fine lunch at the Mill of 

Tynet.  We look forward to organising an annual Away Day, focusing on interesting 

churches, churchyards and heritage sites across the North East. 

 

➢ Tributes: sad losses during year – Mrs Ena Baxter 

Lexi Harper was another stalwart supporter of our works. 

 



In advising members that she is now stepping down as Chair of the Friends, AM paid tribute to 
the continued courteous hospitality of Baxters for providing a meeting room and refreshments 
for the FOBCY meetings throughout the year. AM asked KJ to ensure that Andrew Tough and 
his team are told how much this is appreciated. 

AM thanked HM for her diligence in ensuring that the FOBCY accounts are well maintained in 
her role as Treasurer. AM also gave a huge thank you to KJ for supporting her in her role as 
Chair over the last 6 years and also in her invaluable support in the many projects of the 
Friends. 

AM reported she was sad to be leaving but that she had thoroughly enjoyed being part of this 
very special group. She paid tribute to the founding Chairman, Gordon Baxter, and to his 
successor, Bruce Bishop, who both succeeded in creating a great deal of interest in our historic 
churchyard. AM urged members to continue to be proactive in maintaining and improving the 
surroundings as well as promoting the projects of the Friends within the community. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Presentation on the website design: TT gave a brief presentation on how to navigate the new 
website. Friends agreed that the new design looked very attractive and easy on the eye. TT 
advised that his parishioner, Sabrina, had spent time developing the site. KJ has received some 
initial training on best practice for upload of material and will continue to get guidance from 
TT/SM in the coming weeks. The new website address is www.fobcy.org.uk but anyone visiting 
the original site name will be linked to the new website. 

Cost: £11.00 per year for the domain. 

 


