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The Dove motif…
After the discovery of  a 
beautiful little porcelain 
dove by the Moray Burial 
Ground & Research Group 
while recording monumental 
inscriptions, the little dove was 
carefully washed and presented to the Friends.
As a symbol of  peace, it was adopted as our logo.

Schools Competition…
Local pupils at Milne’s and Mosstodloch Primary 
Schools enjoyed the opportunity to design a new logo 
for the Friends in 2013 … the winning design by
Abbie Morrison is featured...

Join us!
If  you would like to find out more about the work 
of  the Friends and how you can help, whether in our 
‘ground force’ gardening visits or in any other way …
or simply by membership/donation, please contact:
Kay P Jackson
Secretary FOBCY
c/o Baxters Food Group
Fochabers  IV32 7LD
kay.jackson@baxters.co.uk
Tel: 01343 820393
or find out more information on how you can help at 
www.belliechurchyard.co.uk

While donations and subscriptions are useful in 
keeping our vision alive, a legacy to the Friends 
will help us look to the future and secure this 
historic churchyard for generations to come.
For more information on leaving a legacy,
please make contact through the Secretary or 
through the clergy of Bellie Church, Gordon 
Chapel or St Mary’s Church, Fochabers.



THE PAST
The History of  the Kirk at Bellie
The old churchyard of  Bellie is situated some two miles to 
the north of  the planned settlement of  Fochabers, and about 
a mile north of  Gordon Castle. The church itself  has virtually 
disappeared, having been allowed to fall into ruin following 
the building of  the new church in Fochabers, which opened 
on 29th October 1797.  The first church at Bellie under 
the Priory of  Urquhart, a cell of  the Benedictine Abbey of  
Dunfermline, was founded about 1125.  Dedicated to St 
Peter, it became the parish church of  ‘Belly’, later Bellie.  Its 
name most likely derives from the Gaelic words ‘beal’ (the 
mouth) and ‘abh’ (a river).
The Bellie Churchyard has been extended twice, firstly in 
1929 and again in the early 1970’s.  The only visible evidence 
of  the original church is a raised area and small section of  
wall near the centre of  the old churchyard.  Research has been 
carried out into the history of  the church and its churchyard, 
leading to a greater understanding of  this site and of  the 
people who worshipped there.  You can learn more from …
‘The Story of  the Old Church and Churchyard of  Bellie’ 
by Bruce Bishop FSA Scot
‘Monumental Inscriptions Bellie Churchyard and New 
Cemetery’ by the Moray Burial Ground Research Group 
who also compiled ‘The Forgotten Tombstones of  Moray’ 
Vol. 3 

Discover the people behind the stones …
William Sanders became minister of  Bellie in 1607 and is 
reputed to have been a minister until 1663, an amazing 77 
year term!  Quite remarkably, being born in 1556, he lived 
through both the Reformation and the Restoration - not 
many could have claimed that.  Another 17th Century 
minister was William Annand whose memorial tablet is 
thought to form part of  a remaining portion of  the old 
church wall.

The Sanders Stone

Lord Graham, the eldest son of  the 1st Marquis of  Montrose 
was buried at Bellie in March 1645 but the location of  his 
grave is not known. A fine memorial stone has recently been 
erected by the 1st Marquis of  Montrose Society to mark the 
last resting place of  this young teenage soldier. 
There’s the buried tombstone of  ‘John Hosack, ferryman 
on the Spey, beloved of all men, killed by a fatal shot 1711’   
Some stones are a tragic reminder of  more recent conflict.  In 
1944, a Halifax bomber, crewed by members of  the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, crashed on its return to the nearby 
Dallachy airfield; the bodies of  the crew, together with an 
Australian airman who had died a week earlier, are interred in 
the churchyard … and there’s so much more to learn from this 
historic site …
The 18th Century saw the manse and church gradually falling 
into disrepair and during the 1790’s, along with the old village 
in the grounds of  Gordon Castle, they were relocated in the 
New Town of  Fochabers which had begun in 1776.    The old 
churchyard continues as the parish burial ground today.
Find out more on our information plaque at the main gateway 
to the churchyard …

THE PRESENT …
The Friends of  Bellie Churchyard
Gordon and Ian Baxter of  the famous Baxters Food 
Group proved a formidable team which continued into 
later life when, after a visit to their parents’ graves at Bellie 
Churchyard, they pledged to one another to try to improve the 
condition of  this historic site which is the final resting place of  
many generations of  folk from Fochabers and area.
In 2002, a legacy was left by Ian for this very purpose and 
from this kind act, a new ecumenical initiative was born.  
The congregations of  Fochabers rose enthusiastically to this 
new challenge and over the years have greatly improved the 
churchyard and new cemetery with the planting of  garden 
areas, trees, repairs to stones, clearing of  ivy and self-seeded 
trees, kerbing, installation of  seating, improvement of  car 
parking … and ongoing projects continue to maintain a 
balance between heritage and wildlife.  
www.belliechurchyard.co.uk has brought a great deal of  
global interest with enquiries from far and near about ancestry 
investigations.  We help when we can.
Funding comes from membership subscriptions, donations, 
sale of  books and a series of  concerts involving local schools.   
Generous grants from Fochabers Village Association, the 
Abbeyfield Fochabers Society and Heritage Lottery have 
also helped our enthusiastic group of  volunteers to make a 
difference to this special place.

THE FUTURE …
The group’s vision is to seek ways to improve the 
churchyard in the natural beauty of  its setting, a haven for 
wildlife and a peaceful, tranquil site for visitors to enjoy.  
This ancient landscape provides space for quiet reflection 
- full of  archaeological and historical treasures - and the 
Friends want to encourage community interest in the 
churchyard as a local, accessible source of  information on 
social history and an interesting educational resource. 
Ian Baxter’s original legacy, followed by a further generous 
bequest from his brother, Gordon, have provided a 
wonderful catalyst in the creation of  this lively community 
group … would you like to join us?


